Infections in patients treated with high-dose chemotherapy for germ cell tumours.
25 patients with disseminated germ cell tumours were treated with high-dose cisplatin and etoposide (40 mg/m2 and 200 mg/m2 daily x five, respectively) leading to severe myelosuppression. A comprehensive study was undertaken in order to identify and describe the bacterial, viral and fungal infections in this group of patients. Fever (> 38.5 degrees C) and leucopenia (white blood cell count < 1.0 x 10(9)/l) were observed in 61 of 90 treatment cycles (68%). A microbiological aetiology compatible with the clinical manifestations of infection could be identified in 33 of the 61 febrile episodes (54%). Bacteraemia occurred in 14 episodes in 12 patients. Eight episodes (57%) involved gram-positive aerobic bacteria.